The role of the infection control nurse in quality management in the ambulatory care setting.
Due to the potential for increased HIV and hepatitis B transmission to all healthcare workers, the regulations and guidelines set forth by federal, state, and local government agencies for the prevention of these diseases and the protection of those in the healthcare industry are constantly updated. Because of the magnitude of these demands, the role of the infection control nurse (ICN) has become vitally important. The proper utilization of valuable staff resources will be a positive force in promoting the necessary quality of care to employers, employees, and clients. With the dedication of personnel who assist in the essential infection control function, the ICN can maximize protection of the clients and the staff by reducing their exposure to HIV and hepatitis B.